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About Brainwave

Brainwave was established in 1967 by a group of individuals concerned to improve the quality of life of people with epilepsy in Ireland. 

Over the 41 years since its inception, the Association has grown and expanded and now provides a range of services from headquarters in Dublin and from regional offices in Offaly, Kilkenny, Kerry, Cork, Limerick, Galway, Sligo, Letterkenny and Dundalk. 

Mission Statement 

"Brainwave is committed to working to meet the needs of all its members living with epilepsy" 

Objectives 

· To provide support, information and advice to people with epilepsy. 

· To provide information and advice to health professionals in dealing with epilepsy. 

· To improve public understanding of epilepsy (in order to eliminate fear and prejudice) through awareness campaigns and education programmes. 

· To undertake, encourage and assist research into the causes of, cure for and management of epilepsy and into the social and psychological effects of the condition. 

· To promote legislative and civil rights for people with epilepsy and to campaign to eliminate all discriminatory practices and policies affecting them. 

· To assist in the development of support groups for people with epilepsy in the area of training and employment. 

· To provide information on issues related to driving: insurance, changing legislation. 

· To provide practical aids to people with epilepsy (pillows, bracelets). 

· To operate as a public forum and an advocate for the condition of epilepsy. 

· To raise funds to support its work in an awareness-creating manner.

Brainwave Services 

Information 
Brainwave provides a comprehensive information service for People with Epilepsy, their families, health professionals, teachers, schools, employers and the general public. This includes information meetings, a range of over 40 leaflets, a parent's guide (book + video) manuals for employers and teachers.

Epilepsy News

 Brainwave publishes this members newsletter quarterly with information; news; interviews; regional events and fundraising updates.

Taking Control of your Epilepsy 
Brainwave provide a management programme to members entitled 'Taking Control of your Epilepsy'
 
Education 
Brainwave provides information and guidelines on best international practice to professionals to doctors, nurses, social workers, teachers, disability professionals and others whose work brings them into contact with People with Epilepsy. 

Raising Awareness 
Brainwave provides talks and seminars to schools, medical institutions and other groups. 

Training 
Brainwave runs a pre-employment course in Sligo at the Institute of Technology called, 'Training for Success'. It is designed for young people who have difficulty in finding or keeping a job because of issues directly related to their epilepsy and is funded through F.A.S.. 

Aids & Appliances 
Brainwave provides information about a variety of aids, which serve to assist someone who has epilepsy, for its members. These include personal alarms, identity bracelets/pendants, and special pillows which are made available at local branches. 

Support Groups 
Brainwave co-ordinates and assists in the setting up of support groups for people with epilepsy, their families and friends. 

Advocacy 
Brainwave acts as an advocate, (both for individuals and people with epilepsy in general), in the areas of employment, law, education provisions and social welfare entitlements. 

Outreach Clinics 
These offer one to one support, advice and information about living with epilepsy. 

Epilepsy Nurses of Ireland 
Established in 1999 to look at the specific issues of nursing and epilepsy, the group is made up of nursing professionals from different care areas, 

SUDEP (Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy) 
Brainwave holds "Living with Loss" seminars for families that have experienced death through SUDEP. 
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