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National Epilepsy Week 2008
Annual awareness week focuses on intellectual disability
May 13 2008

National Epilepsy Week takes place from May 19th 25th and will this year focus on epilepsy care for people with intellectual disabilities. 
Brainwave The Irish Epilepsy Association are organising a number of events around the country to raise awareness of epilepsy issues relating to people with intellectual disabilities and also to promote greater public understanding of epilepsy in general.
About 1-2% of the general population has epilepsy, but this figure rises to approximately 30% of people with an intellectual disability. The rate of epilepsy occurrence increases with the severity of the disability. Epilepsy is also more common among people with cerebral palsy and autism.
 “It should be remembered that an intellectual disability does not cause epilepsy, and having epilepsy does not cause intellectual disabilities”, says Aisling Farrell, Brainwave’s Director of Services. “However, some people may have both epilepsy and an intellectual disability if both are caused by the same underlying problem in the way their brain works”
During National Epilepsy Week, Brainwave will be taking this message to providers of services for people with intellectual disabilities. The Association will also be raising awareness of specific issues in this population group relating to diagnosis, treatments, drug interactions and compliance with medications. 
“Seizures may be more frequent or prolonged in people with intellectual disabilities and can be harder to diagnose and control. EEG brain readings, used in diagnosing epilepsy can be harder to interpret for people who already have abnormal brain functioning”, says Aisling Farrell. “We really need to promote the message that people with intellectual disabilities need individualised epilepsy care and treatment. Observation and careful evaluation are crucial”.

Epilepsy is a neurological condition, diagnosed when someone has recurrent seizures caused by excess electrical activity in the brain. Brainwave estimates that 35,000 people are living with epilepsy in Ireland making it the most common serious neurological condition and a source of major long-term disability.
Medical advances in treatments have made it possible for most people to live seizure-free but medications do not work for everyone and a significant minority of people still have uncontrolled seizures. Although there is no cure for the condition, people with epilepsy can live normal, fulfilling lives. 
About Brainwave The Irish Epilepsy Association
Brainwave is the only national organisation in Ireland offering information and support to people whose lives are affected by epilepsy. For more information about the services provided by the charity around the country, call 01 4557500 or see www.epilepsy.ie

About National Epilepsy Week 2008 
National Epilepsy Week is taking place in Ireland and also the UK from May 19-25. Various organisations across all jurisdictions will be taking action to raise awareness of epilepsy. The highlight of the week in Ireland will be the launch of the “Epilepsy: The case for investment” by Minister for Health & Children Mary Harney TD in Dublin on May 22nd. This document has been prepared by the Joint Epilepsy Council of the UK and Ireland (of which Brainwave is a member) to highlight the inadequacies of epilepsy services in Ireland and to make a series of recommendations on resolving the current issues. Further information to follow on this launch.
National Epilepsy Week Event Guide

19 May  
Dublin

Information Stand 

Crumlin Hospital 

19 May 

Tullamore
Information stand

Tullamore Health Centre

19 May

Dublin

Outreach Service

Balbriggan FADE office
19 May

Galway

Support group meeting
19 May

Limerick
 Awareness presentation
VEC Limerick Sexton Street

19 May

Carlow

Information Talk

Rehab Care/ NLN

20 May

Tullamore
Information Day

Tanyard Resource Centre
20 May

Dublin

Presentation to Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health

20 May

Wexford
Awareness talk
20 May

Enniskillen
Public Awareness Evening (in assoc with Epilepsy Action NI) 

20 May

Galway

Health Professional Workshop
20 May

Bray

Information Evening



21 May 

Cork 

Information Stand

Cork University Hospital

21 May

Tullamore 
National Epilepsy Week Launch
Brainwave Office 
21 May

Dublin

Health Professional Info Day
St James Hospital
21 May

Dublin

Outreach Clinic


St James Hospital

21 May

Dublin

Info day for Pharmacists
City Centre

21 May

Mayo 

Outreach & Awareness Talk 

21 May

Carlow

Information Talk

BEAM Services, Bagenalstown

22 May

Dublin

Launch of “Epilepsy the Case for Investment” by Minister M.  Harney 

22 May

Dublin

Outreach Clinic


Temple Street Childrens Hospital

22 May

Donegal
Public Awareness Meeting
Central Hotel 
23 May

Portlaoise
Awareness Presentation
For more information on any of these events, please check out www.epilepsy.ie or call 01 4557500.

ENDS
Note: Please see the Media section at www.epilepsy.ie for other news stories, a terminology guide and background information on epilepsy and Brainwave. 

Further Information

Contact Peter Murphy
Brainwave Resources Manager

086 8108600

Pmurphy.brainwave@epilepsy.ie 

