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Press release:

Film Night to shed a light on epilepsy 

May 11 2010

To mark National Epilepsy Week 2010 (May 17th -23rd), Brainwave The Irish Epilepsy Association will be hosting the first ever Epilepsy Film night in Dublin’s Mansion House on Tuesday May 18th. 

The evening, beginning at 6.30pm will include the feature length The Exploding Girl, a winner at the 2009 Tribeca Film festival and three short films, all of which have a strong epilepsy theme or storyline.
“There are 37,000 people in Ireland with epilepsy, making it the most common serious neurological condition and one which carries an often misunderstood psycho-social burden”, says Paul Sharkey, Brainwave’s Training & Communications Manager. 
“Film is a powerful tool for raising awareness, generating discussion and challenging existing norms. Despite its prevalence, epilepsy has often been misrepresented on-screen in both film and TV drama. 
“However, in recent years a number of films have been produced which accurately portray the condition and the impact it can have both for the individual and their family members & friends.”
Brainwave’s film night presents a selection of innovative and entertaining productions which the charity hopes will challenge many of the commonly held perceptions of this often misunderstood and stigmatised condition.
Written and directed by Bradley Rust Gray and starring Zoe Kazan, The Exploding Girl features Ivy, a young woman with epilepsy who on her college holidays struggles to balance her feelings for her fledgling boyfriend while her friend Al crashes with her. The film is an exquisite portrait of a young girl coming of age, earning Kazan the best actress award at the 2009 Tribeca Film Festival.
American short film Shaken is a dramatic, cultural exploration of the wider impact of epilepsy on family members.  A Better Waiting Room, a black comedy from Wales explores the ways in which epilepsy can on occasion, work to someone's advantage, while English film Ictal is an innovative English short film depicting a seizure from the individual's own viewpoint. 
A panel of experts including Consultant Neurologist Dr. Colin Doherty from St. James’s Hospital and Brainwave's patron, 2FM DJ Rick O'Shea will be present to lead discussion on the films.
Admission is free and all are welcome, although booking is essential by contacting 01 4557500 or info@epilepsy.ie. 
Also as part of National Epilepsy Week, Brainwave will be launching a new information pack on epilepsy for nurses and there will be a range of awareness and information events taking place around the country.

For further information on the film night, National Epilepsy Week and the work of Brainwave, please see www.epilepsy.ie. 
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Please also visit the media section on our website for other news stories, further information on epilepsy and for a guide to epilepsy terminology.

